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Samford and District RLFC

Sign-On 2011
PO Box 268, Samford 4520

Club Phone: 3289 2787
www.samfordstags.org.au
SAMFORD’S 2011 COMMITTEE
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Welcome to the 2011 Rugby League season, and particularly those joining the Stags for the first time.

Samford prides itself on a friendly, family-oriented atmosphere, and actively promotes and adheres to the Codes of Conduct laid down by the Queensland Rugby League for players, parents and supporters.

Stags coaches are all fully accredited and our junior coaches teach the Australian Rugby League Safe Play Code. 

Samford is one of several Brisbane clubs whose juniors are part of the Norths Devils Development Program. The program provides funds for training equipment and additional specialist coaching for all players. 

The Norths program also provides a path through to senior football for our talented juniors, via the Norths Colts and senior teams in the Mixwell Cup and Queensland Cup, and into the Brisbane Broncos NRL club.
SENIOR TEAMS

Our well-supported Stags senior team competes in the Brisbane Rugby League Second Division in Opens Northside and Under 20 competitions and is always on the lookout for players 18 and over keen for a game.  Both our senior teams train on a Tuesday and Thursday evening from 6.30pm.
For more information, contact Tim Woodland on 0433 339 533.
JUNIOR FEES

Rugby League remains one of the cheapest junior sports.

These fees help ensure the club can provide the optimum facilities for our players and supporters. 

Anyone wishing to make arrangements to pay the fees in installments should speak to our Treasurer Kris Ash (see details previous page). 

Additionally, all new players who sign on in 2010 will receive a Stags polo club shirt free, thanks to our sponsors Samford Hire and Lock-It-Up Locksmiths.
Annual fees 

1 player
 $220  

2 players
 $400
3 players or more
 $570
Equipment/Uniform

Unlike some clubs, Samford does not give away all of its playing jerseys at the end of each year.

The exceptions are for Under 7s signing on for the first time and new players.

There are a number of reasons for this.

>
It avoids a hefty replacement bill each year, allowing more money to be channeled into improving facilities, a priority for the club in the next couple of years;

>
Modern jerseys are stronger, last longer, and do not fade quickly; and

>
Once players grow out of jerseys, many simply are left in wardrobes. 

However, if any player wishes to buy their jersey at the end of this season, they can do so for $60, which is less than replacement cost.

Some teams might also wish to purchase their entire set of jerseys from funds raised during the year, or through a team sponsor. 

Stags shorts and socks can be purchased through the club during the sign-on period (February-March), and afterwards on training nights from our Equipment Coordinator Sue Hawkins. Days and times for additional purchases will be advised after sign-on.

Parents and supporters can purchase club polo shirts. After the season begins, the shirts will also be sold on training nights.

All players are required to wear their club polo shirts to games. Club jackets will be on sale before the colder months.

The club provides teams with equipment (balls, tackle bags, bump pads, first aid kits) required for training and playing.

Please note: The club recommends the use of mouth guards for both training and games.

ClUB GEAR 

Socks
$10  

Shorts
$25

Polo shirts
$35
Cap
$12

Bucket Hat
$12

Beanie
$10

Stubbie Cooler
$ 6

Winter Jacket
$40
Sponsorship
As a not-for-profit community organisation, the club welcomes the support of any company or individual prepared to provide support through sponsorship.

With upgrading our facilities to cope with increasing player numbers a priority, our Sponsorship Coordinator Sam Sciacca would be more than happy to discuss opportunities with those able to offer financial or in-kind support.

Besides helping build the club and its facilities, other options available include sponsorship of club tracksuits and team jerseys.

Any sponsored jersey is given to the player at the end of the season. Screen printing or attaching a sponsor’s name on the jersey is the responsibility of the sponsor.

In return for support, the club will display sponsor signage at the ground, include a link to the sponsor on our club website, acknowledge the sponsor in PA announcements on game days and place the sponsor’s logo on relevant club literature and publications.

Club and team fundraising

Although the club makes every effort to fund most of its activities through sourcing external grants, the committee will run a number of raffles and other fundraising initiatives throughout the season.

In addition, each team manager will usually do some fundraising to cover costs of any end of season activity, outings or purchase of playing jerseys. 

Any team fundraising must be agreed to by all parents and sanctioned by the club committee. Team management is responsible for holding all team funds, and the club accepts no responsibility for these funds.

Once teams are together and training is underway, managers should arrange a meeting with the families of their teams and seek direction on preferred methods of fundraising.

Remember, there is an annual presentation day at which club sponsored trophies are handed out.  

Insurance
Some parents have reservations about their children playing Rugby League and believe it is more likely to result in injury than Soccer, Rugby or Australian Rules.

This is not the case, as numerous studies of injuries in junior sports have shown.

However, it is important to be aware of the entitlements should any football related injury occur during training or playing.

Examples of entitlements under the Greater Brisbane Junior Rugby League policy (through the Queensland Rugby League and OAMPS) are:

>
Home help up to a maximum of $500 per week, subject to 14 day deferral;

>
100% reimbursement of the cost of Home Tutorial by a qualified tutor, up to a maximum of $500 per week, subject to 14 day deferral;

>
80% reimbursement of non-Medicare expenses up to a maximum of $2000 (subject to an excess for non-private health cover patients); 

>
Parents out-of-pocket expenses where a junior player is hospitalised (maximum is $15 per day: maximum cover $1500, paid after the first 24 hours confinement); and

>
80% reimbursement for ancillary non-medical expenses (expenses related to medical treatment if certified as necessary, such as travel) up to a maximum of $1000. Accommodation expenses are capped at $150 per night.

For full policy details visit www.qrl.com.au and click Insurance on the menu.

Any claim MUST be sent to the Club Secretary within 10 days of the injury, and an Injury Report Form must be completed by the attending First Aid Officer. 
Minor injuries are usually substantially covered under Medicare through visits to a General Practitioner.

Please note: Private health cover is recommended.

Teams and team selection
Teams in Under 7 and Under 8 play Mini Football, Under 9 and Under 10 age groups play Mid Football, and Under 11 and Under 12 Mod Football. From Under 13 to Under 18 teams play International Football.

Teams from Under 7 to Under 10 do not play for competition points. The aim of these age groups is to make sure all players have fun, make new friends and learn the basics of the game. 

If there are enough players for more than one team from Under 7 to Under 10 it will be up to the club’s coaches, Coaching Coordinator and Executive Committee to divide the teams, taking into account factors such as skill levels and friendships. 

If there are enough players to form more than one team from Under 11 to Under 18, the make-up of teams will be decided by the coach Coaching Coordinator and Executive Committee.
Grading will be carried out annually and depend on form shown at pre-season trial games, past performances, and attitude and effort at training. 

Teams will then be nominated in the highest grade the coaches and Coaching Coordinator believe they are capable of playing.

The SEQJRL allows clubs to nominate 16 players for its highest graded team, and these players can only play in the grade nominated. Any remaining players can also play in any other Samford team in the age group. 

In general, no more than 20 players are needed for each International age group squad, with the squads named after the final trial match, and before the first competition fixture.

On match day, no more than 19 players per game are allowed to register in International age groups. 

Excepting Under 18s, if 34 players sign-on for an age group, two teams will be formed. If between 21 and 33 players sign, those outside the final squad will be informed. 

The club committee will then liaise with parents/guardians, and with other Norths Devils clubs (such as Norths, Albany Creek, Pine Central and Valleys) to try and form another team. 

Our goal is to have players accommodated at Samford, but we also believe it is important to give all players an opportunity.

Please note: No one will be forced to play at any other club.

First Aid Officers on-field personnel policy
The following (in italics) are extracts from the ARL Policy regarding on-field personnel.  

1. All personnel over the age of 14 years who enter the field of play, including water runners, managers, coaches and referees, must possess a Leaguesafe Certificate of Attendance or an accredited ARL First Aid Officers (FAO) Certificate.

Club Policy: Under no circumstances will a person without approved certification be permitted onto the field of play in the event of illness or injury.

2. No person other than an accredited ARL FAO, or those with appropriate and acceptable qualifications, shall administer first aid or offer advice to an injured/ill player. Personnel with other qualifications must be ratified by the National FAO Coordinator and equate with ARL FAO Certification.

3. The accredited FAO shall have the final say on whether a player should continue in the game and when to resume playing. In the event of a serious injury, as defined by the FAO, a doctor’s certificate must be obtained by the player and handed to the FAO. If a doctor is in attendance at a game venue, he/she shall make decisions in conjunction with the FAO. The doctor will make the final decision.

Club Policy: The following will always be considered to be a serious injury which will require a doctor’s certificate before a player can return to training or playing:

·
Suspected fracture or dislocation;

•
Any period of loss of consciousness;

•
Seizure activity without medical history of epilepsy;

•
Head knock injury including any period of loss of consciousness, concussion or seizure;

•
Any injury or illness for which the FAO referred the player to seek medical attention (referrals will be made in writing); and

•
Any injury or illness that required the player to be transferred to a hospital by ambulance or other means or to be treated by a doctor at the game.

The Head Trainer/FAO for the game or training session will advise the player both verbally and in writing when a certificate is required.

It is the player’s responsibility to inform the Head Trainer/FAO of any pre-existing illness or injury and any injuries that occur outside of games and training. The Head Trainer/FAO will advise the player whether a doctor’s certificate is required.

4. A FAO should be attached to a team. It is advisable that at least two be available in case one is required to attend a player or not be available on game day.

5. If the above personnel are not in attendance, the game shall not commence UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES until such persons are available.

6. Each player shall complete a Medical Advice Card before training or playing. It is the responsibility of the designated FAO to ensure all cards are up to date. All privacy laws must be adhered to.

Club Policy: FAOs will maintain records that include a medical card, reports of all injuries and copies of all relevant doctor’s certificates. In the case of players with recognised medical conditions which may affect them during training and/or games, an up to date management plan (devised by a doctor) will be kept with these records, to be viewed only the FAO and medical personnel when necessary for the effective treatment of the player.

Representative football
The club is happy to support players who are selected for representative teams, and makes a one-off contribution of $100 the first time a player is selected.

Please note: This only applies to players chosen through SE Qld Stingers competitions, not through school football.

The Stags clubhouse

As Samford has both senior and junior teams, it is important the clubhouse and dressing rooms always be left in a tidy condition, and that empty cans etc are put into rubbish bins for easy disposal.

It is a club and community property. For the sake of others, please treat it with respect.

The club strictly adheres to the terms of its Liquor License regards the opening of the bar facilities at junior games.

When the bar is open at junior games, alcohol MUST NOT be taken outside the clubhouse.

At senior games, alcohol should only be consumed inside the clubhouse, or in the designated outside area.

Please note: Smoking is not permitted in the clubhouse, or closer than 10 metres from the clubhouse, AT ANY TIME.

Club Meetings
The Stags committee meets monthly (usually at 7.00pm on the third Tuesday of each month). Anyone wishing to put matters before the executive should do so as far as possible in advance, preferably in writing, through their team manager, or by approaching one of the committee members.

REFEREES AND FIRST AID OFFICERS
The club funds the training of both referees and first aid officers, and the availability of courses will be well publicised. Team managers will seek expressions of interest and provide course information.

It is ARL policy that a qualified first aid officer must be present for every game. 

In order to maintain the requirements of this policy and enable players to engage in rugby league as safely as possible, many volunteers are required.  Individuals with existing qualifications or an interest in this area are strongly encouraged to volunteer.

The club also strongly promotes the training of junior referees, who can study for their mini and mod football certificate at age 14.  The club will seek nominees from our Under 14 and up age groups to complete the certificate and start officiating at Under 7 to Under 10 games.

Stags website
The club’s website can be found at www.samfordstags.org.au.

The website is regularly updated and provides details of draws and results for all teams, as well as information on club administration, fundraising and social functions.

We urge you to visit the site and keep well informed about goings-on at your club. Important information will also be posted in hardcopy at the clubhouse. 

Each team will be asked to submit a weekly report, together with any items of news regarding their team and/or players, once the season has started. Team managers will be notified further early in the season.

And finally

Our club is one of the few who do not ask parents to do canteen duty, as we sub-lease our canteen. 

However, there are ALWAYS jobs to be done, particularly in the fundraising area. Don’t be shy, we can use all the help we can get!

We wish you an enjoyable, and most of all, fun year.

PRESIDENTS REPORT

Season 2010 
